
 

 

11 Techno Park Drive 
P O Box 335 
Kings Meadows Tasmania 7249 
T 1300 TASRAIL 
F 03 6335 2636 

www.tasrail.com.au 

Tasmanian Railway Pty Ltd 
ACN 139 383 761 
ABN 83 139 383 761 

            

MEDIA RELEASE 

 
30 September 2012 
 
 

WORKSAFE MONTH 2012 
 

TASRAIL EMPLOYEES DESERVE TO GO HOME FROM WORK SAFE TOO!   

 
 

TasRail is again urging all road users to respect and obey railway level crossing warning signs 
and signals.   
 
TasRail Chief Executive Officer, Damien White, said today’s launch of Work Safe Month 2012 
provided a timely opportunity to remind the community about rail safety. 
 
“While it pleasing to see the total number of level crossing vehicle collisions and reported 
near miss incidents is reducing, there are still far too many motorists and pedestrians 
choosing to take risks and flout the law”, Mr White said.   
 
“Only last Friday, a TasRail employee undertaking a routine inspection in a hi-rail track 
vehicle at Granton, narrowly avoided a collision when no less than 7 vehicles ignored the 
flashing lights and bells and passed through the crossing”, he said.  “The employee was badly 
shaken by the incident and understandably, is at a loss to understand why these motorists 
put his life (and their own lives) at risk by failing to stop”.   
 
Mr White also revealed that earlier in the same week, a two person train crew had been 
traumatised when an individual deliberately placed themselves in the path of an oncoming 
train near New Town late at night.   “That person was extremely lucky to walk away 
unharmed, but the incident has caused harm to the health and wellbeing of the train crew, 
who will probably never be able to forget what was very nearly a tragedy”, he said. 
    
Mr White said he believed that train drivers and other rail employees should expect to be 
able to go about their lawful daily work with the confidence that they will return home 
safely at the end of each shift.    “Unfortunately, this is not the case because too many 
people do not respect level crossing laws”, he said.  “Every near miss has the potential to 
result in serious injury or death, and each and every one of these incidents causes anxiety 
and/or trauma to our train drivers”.  
 
TasRail is committed to improving level crossing safety and reducing the number of trespass 
incidents and will soon commence a risk assessment of all level crossings statewide.   
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Mr White said TasRail’s community awareness initiatives were helping to improve level 
crossing safety, and he acknowledged the support and assistance the Company receives 
from Tasmania Police and the media.   
 
 “At the end of the day, it is the behaviour of drivers and other road users that will have the 
most impact”, Mr White said.  “The message is clear – be alert, obey the warning signs and 
signals – our train drivers and rail staff deserve to live a safe and healthy life too!”. 
 
 
For more information or comment: 
Jennifer Jarvis 
General Manager Corporate Services                   Telephone: 03 6335 2603 or mobile 0428 139 238 

 
 
About TasRail 
 
TasRail is a State-owned Company, established on 1 December 2009 by an Act of the Tasmanian Parliament to 
operate a rail freight business in Tasmania, effectively and efficiently and in accordance with sound commercial 
practice.  With a workforce of around 250 men and women, Tasmania’s current freight task is approximately 2.5 
million tonnes per year – generating annual revenue in the order of $30 million. 
 
TasRail conservatively estimates that the freight it transports by rail each year effectively removes the equivalent 
of 100,000 B-Double truck movements from the State’s road network.  Even after taking into account the total of 
TasRail’s reported annual carbon emissions (fuel and energy), this equates to a net reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions of some 45,800 tonnes. 
 

TasRail Level Crossing Statistics Financial Year to Date  
 2012/2013 

Financial Year   
2011/2012 

Financial Year 
2010/2011 

Number of level crossing vehicle 
collisions 

 
0 

 
2* 

 
7* 

Number of level crossing pedestrian 
collisions 

 
0 

 
0 

 
2 

Number of reported ‘Near Miss’ 
incidents at level crossings 

 
25 

 
69 

 
118 

 
*Includes one fatality 

 
 

 


